44          EDUCATION AS  A  SOCIAL  FACTOR
you can do what you like with him afterwards' *),
tliis at once gives the home an enormous advan-
tage over every other place of education, and
is a principal reason why ideally the home is the
best school. Evidence for the truth of this
observation could be forthcoming from many
sources, some of it negative evidence but not
the less convincing : every teacher, for
instance, has experienced the difficulty of
dealing with a child from what we call a
" bad home", by which we mean no real
home at all : we know too, how often good
work done in school is undone under the
family roof, and how holidays sometimes
stultify terms : and it is interesting to read
that out of 459 juvenile offenders arrested in a
big city during one week, 69 per cent, came
from homes (if the word may be used) where
the rent was less than 73. 6d. a week. None
of these children, the problems of the school-
master or magistrate, have received those
rudiments of education which only a home can
give, and often gives unconsciously : and the
result is that they are warped in some part
of their personality, over-developed here or
. under-developed there, lop-sided human beings,